THE VILLAGE IN THE JUNGLE       79
the headman with it on the back as he passed under
the tree in the dusk, and the headman's back was
bent into a bow for the rest of his days."
"Was that the village called Bogama?" asked
Silindu, who had listened with interest. "Where
the nuga-trees 3 now stand in the jungle to the south?
The last house was abandoned when I was a boy,
but the devil still dances beneath the nuga-trees."
"Yes, it was Bogama. It was a village like this
in my father's time, and in your father's time. I
can myself remember houses there near the nuga-
trees."
"Of course," said Karlinahami. "Podi Sinho's
wife Angohami came from there. Aiyo! when the
jungle comes in, how things are forgotten!"
"Well, well," said the vederala, "the devils still
dance under the trees, though the men have gone.
The chena crops were bad, and eveiy year the fever
came; it is the same now in this village. The old
medicines of the vederalas are no longer used, but
people go to the towns and hospitals for these for-
eign medicines. But they die very quickly, and
where there was a village there are only trees and
devils!"
The little group was silent for a while; nothing
could be heard but the sigh of the wind among the
3 The banian-tree.